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To start: challenges facing CLIL teachers
· The relationship between language and cognition is complex, but effective learning involves cognitive challenge.
· In CLIL settings it is essential to ensure that the language does not get in the way of understanding whilst at the same time it can itself be cognitively demanding.
· The greatest challenge for CLIL teachers is to develop materials and tasks which are linguistically accessible whilst being cognitively demanding.
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CLIL materials
“Quality learning materials do more than just communicate information. They promote critical and creative thought, discussion and learner autonomy.”
(Mehisto)

What (content) and Who (the learners)
· When selecting materials, it is necessary to evaluate them first from the point of view of the content and age appropriacy. It is necessary to make sure that the materials cover the content which is included in the curriculum, and have been designed for the same age group.

· After a material has been chosen, the teacher needs to decide about its purpose, clarity, demands it puts on the background knowledge of the students, and language difficulty.
· And then the teacher could decide how to support the learners in dealing with this material. Let’s look at some ways to do that through

Scaffolding


As with a lot of things the starting point should be a consideration of who your students are

“The biggest mistake in teaching is to treat all children as if they were variants of the same individual and thus to feel justified in teaching them all the same subjects in the same way”
(H. Gardner)

How can we provide scaffolding?

· Create interest - activate prior knowledge
· Break tasks into smaller chunks/steps
· Provide support to scaffold input and output - before tasks - pre-teach language – vocabulary
· use visuals, realia to introduce concepts demonstrate, model tasks
· during tasks: add in word banks, glossaries, substitution tables, writing frames
· use models for production after tasks, provide constructive feedback
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Activities to help learners process language
Visual organisers
provide scaffolding for many types of input, including supporting reading and listening texts.
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Box 4.12: Speaking frames
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Reading materials can be adapted to include support
· Headings inserted
· Use of different fonts, colours, boxed or underlined etc to highlight important information.
· Definitions or explanations added
· Diagrams added
· Visuals included
· Glossaries included
· Visual organisers included to highlight important information

Speaking activities can be scaffolded with
· Pre teaching concepts using visuals, realia etc
· Activating prior knowledge – brainstorming – completing mindmaps / KWL tables
· Using a lead in to create interest
· Modelling activities
· Giving ample preparation time before the tasks
· Encouraging the use of speaking frames
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CLIL Activities

) Box 5.6g: Framing writing
History: discussion — Hitler's reasons for annexing Austria
1: What were the different reasons for Germany annexing Austria? Complete each box.

Personal reasons Political reasons

Economic reasons Cultural reasons

Hitler annexed Austria for a number of reasons. Write your reasons out in sentences.
Firstly, there were personal reasons. These were ...

Next, there were political reasons. These were ...

Then there were economic reasons. These were ...

Lastly, there were cultural reasons. These were ...

The most important of these reasonsiis ...

| think this is because ...

From CLIL Activities © Cambridge University Press 2012

PHOTOCOPIABLE
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Learners have made a graph (histogram) which ilustrates how many cars of different colours they have
counted on the road near their school. Their task is to comment in writing in pairs on the graph they have.
made.

Ournames: 1

Title (write an interesting title here) .
on.

... (date), we observed

Our graph shows the results of our observations, as follows. Our task

was (write here what you had to do) ..

Here are our results. Firstly, we counted a total number of .....cars. We noticed that (write.

something about percentages here) .

The results show the relative popularity of the colours. The most popular car colours ....
.We think this is because
- We think this is because

. Theleast popular

car colouris..

Other popular car colours are

‘The most interesting thing that we noticed about the colour of the cars was ....

What we found difficult about the activity was





Speaking frames

Writing tasks can be scaffolded using
· Pre teach language
· Brainstorm ideas – mindmaps
· Model texts to examine and use for guidance
· Encouraging process writing – planning, drafting, editing
· Encouraging the use of writing frames – sentence starters, useful phrases etc
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Writing frame
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What can scaffolding do?
· Engage / motivate the learners
· Provide a clear direction
· Keep learners on task
· Guide learners to useful resources
· Reduce surprise / uncertainty / disappointment / frustration
· Deliver efficiency - help learners to work more efficiently / effectively
· Make learning more individualised
“What learners can do today with support, they can do alone tomorrow”

(Vygotsky)


