
Debating on 

Jane Austen’s themes
Inspired by Jane Austen’s Bath



Topic
Wandering in 

Bath, you see a 

door in a beautiful 

area and find out 

that it was Jane 

Austen’s house, 

the writer of  the 

«national

marriage

market»

4, Sidney Place

13, Queen Square

27, 

Green 

Park
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Objectives

◦ Learn about Jane Austen’s life, works and 

main themes

◦ Reflect about the modernity of  her themes

◦ Understand written texts and visual material.

◦ Look for general and specific information in 

the different texts.

◦ Compare, share ideas with the classmates.

◦ Make notes about the theme of  marriage

◦ Debate on pros and cons of  a 

rational/passional position towards marriage
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Guessing 

activity
Answer the following 

questions:

◦ What kind of  room can 
you see in this picture?

◦ In your opinion, which 
historical period does this 
furniture belong to? Why?

◦ What kind of  meal is 
going to be served on this 
table? 

◦ Who is portrayed in the 
picture near the fireplace?

◦ Who is “sitting” at the 
table just now?

Exchange opinion with your 
classmate.
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Reading activity
Read the information 

reported in the map and 
answer the following

questions: 

◦ Why were Jane and 
Cassandra frequent 
visitors of  Bath?

◦ What’s the name of  
Jane’s only pretender?

◦ What was the function 
of  the Assembly 
Rooms? Can you find 
them in the map?

◦ Is it possible to visit 
the Lower Assembly 
Rooms today? If  not, 
why?

◦ Which of  Austen’s 
novels were mainly set 
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Listening

activity

While listening, 
jot down notes 

about…

Fact n° 2
Fact n° 6
Fact n° 10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WeDxp35c3C4
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Writing activity

Considering fact n° 19 e referring to 

what you read from «Pride and 

Prejudice», make notes about the 

theme of  marriage and put together

any information you can get about

meaning and value of  marriage in 

the past and nowadays.
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Speaking activity

Debate on pros and cons of  

a rational or passional

position towards marriage. 

◦ Use the Lincoln-Douglas 

format, you have been practicing

so far.
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Lincoln-

Douglas 

debate
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Assessment
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Thanks for paying attention

Maria Teresa Scaramella e Elena Biondi


